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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is in response to the application filed on February 27, 2002. 
Claims 1-12 are presented for examination. 

Applicant's claim for foreign priority is acknowledged. 
References in applicant's IDS form 1449 have been considered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-7, 12-24, and 29-34, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Kennedy U.S. Patent No. 5,659,748. 

4. As to claims 1 , Kennedy teaches a signal processing apparatus, comprising: 
first computing means and second computing means operating independent of 

each other (col. 2, lines 6-19 and col. 3, lines 23-45, default boot CPU and alternate 
CPU); and 

interface means interconnecting said first computing means and said second 
computing means (col. 2, lines 6-19, and col. 3, lines 23-45, see Fig. 1, an interface 
connects both the CPU's), 

wherein upon power-up of said signal processing apparatus, said first computing 
means transfers data to said second computing means by way of said interface means, 
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whereupon signal processing in an ordinary operation mode is executed (col. 2, lines 6- 
19, upon power up, if default boot CPU fails control transfers automatically to alternate 
CPU). 

5. As to claims 2, Kennedy teaches a signal processing apparatus according to 
claim 1, 

wherein said first computing means transfers the data required by said second 
computing means (see abstract, the system automatically transfers default system 
initialization operations from a default processor to a first alternative processor). 

6. As to claims 3, Kennedy teaches a signal processing apparatus according to 
claim 1 , further comprising: 

data rewritable nonvolatile memory means (col. 5, lines 1-24), 
said nonvolatile memory means having a program memory map corresponding to 
said first computing means (col. 5, lines 1-24), 

wherein a run start address of said second computing means, a program data 
size and program data therefor are arrayed in a parameter table area of said program 
memory map corresponding to said first computing unit (col. 7, lines 24-33). 

7. As to claims 4, Kennedy teaches a signal processing apparatus according to 
claim 1, 

wherein said interface means includes a serial interface and general-purpose 
signaling means (col. 3, lines 55-66). 

8. As to claims 5, Kennedy teaches a signal processing apparatus according to 
claim 4, 
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wherein said first and second computing means are so arranged that upon 
power-up of said signal processing apparatus, said first computing means firstly 
transfers data of a predetermined unitary amount to said second computing means via 
said serial interface, while said second computing means inverts polarity of said 
general-purpose signaling means after lapse of a predetermined time since the end of 
the first data transfer, and when said first computing means starts again the data 
transfer, said second computing means inverts again the polarity of said general- 
purpose signaling means, to thereby carry out the data transfer upon power-up of said 
signal processing apparatus through repetition of the data transfer and the polarity 
inversion of said general-purpose signaling means, whereupon signal processing in an 
ordinary operation mode is executed (col. 3, lines 55-66 and col. 4, lines 26-47) 

9. As to claims 6, Kennedy teaches a signal processing apparatus according to 
claim 1 , further comprising: 

read-only memory means incorporated in said second computing means (col. 5, 

lines 25-35); and 

volatile memory means incorporated in said second computing means or 
connected thereto by way of an address bus and a data bus (col. 5, lines 25-35). 

10. As to claims 7-12, they do not teach or define any new limitations above claims 
1-6 and therefore they are rejected for similar reasons. 
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Contact Information 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shawki S Ismail whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3985. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30 - 5:00. 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached on 571-272-4006. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Shawki Ismail 
Patent Examiner 
November 28, 2005 
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